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If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status is changed, pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above and notify the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office of the change in status, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check the box below and enclose 
the PUBLICATION FEE and 1/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 
See37CFR 1.27. 
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J! 1 ' AH communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 
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maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 
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the rn fl iS .TVIv ^ ^ m ** Tuesday before the date that is 28 w ^ks (six and ThTm^nZ 
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If a continued prosecution application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application the filing dale that 
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PlQEQ^ Eukrnaking, 67 Fed. Reg. 306H ^'SZafl^^uS^^ ^ ^ M ^ar 2003, Notice of 
is not currently proposed for October 2002, if the ssue teTnu^Z*? ^l* am0Unt of the P"blic^io7fe^ 
applicant should check the USPTO web site for the ZnLt Z^T u " * be paid °" 0r after October L 2002, 
address for the fee schedule is: httrW/www ,,^ 1^1.^.^ the P a » ™e USPTO Interne! 
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Examiner 
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1 . [3 This communication is responsive to 10/28/02 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-9,17-20 and 24 . 
The drawings filed onfa^&fQJ accepted by the Examiner. 

Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 
a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. .' 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

iSiS?? ^ ™JEE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply w.ll result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MoSTh PEr7od IS NOT OTENd2lE. 

WFOR^^ SUbmitted N0tG the attached ^MINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

iNrUKMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed which has been approved by the Examiner 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 



l i B SS^ l °^^ h ^ K PP !L C ! ti0 ;i number (See 37 CFR 184{c » shou,d be written o" drawings in the top margin (not the back) 
of each sheet. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official! Drafe?erson 

L9h£, E p P ° SIT ° F 3nd/0r INF0RMATI0N ab0 "t the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 



Attachment(s) 

!□ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

3 & NOt ' Ce ° f Draft P erson ' s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) * 
5g Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. (A //. 
7Q Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



2Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

6Q Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8^3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9D Other 
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Art Unit: 1637 

Allowance 

Claims 1-9, and 17-20, 24 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention is directed to a method for detecting a helicobacter pylori infection in a 
patient stool sample. 

The closest prior art teaches a method for detection of Helicobacter Pylori DNA in stool 
sample, and did not teach the detection of length and amount of an intact DNA of Helicobacter 
Pylori exceeding that of a DNA of a patient having no infection (absence of H. Pylori) is 
indicative of a patient having H. Pylori infection. Thus, the instant invention was not taught or 
obvious over the closest prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Suryaprabha Chunduru whose telephone number is 703-305- 
1004. The examiner can normally be reached on 8.30A.M. - 4.30P.M, Mon - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Benzion can be reached on 703-308-1 1 19. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3014 for regular 
communications and - for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0196. 



Suryaprabha Chunduru. 
November 22, 2002. 




JEFFREY FREDMAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



